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Mid-Term Reports Issued  

 

We have experienced a tremendously busy and productive 

fall here at Nicholson Catholic College and are pleased to 

have the opportunity to share with you a mid-semester re-

port of your son/daughterôs progress. This formal assess-

ment will outline strengths, weaknesses and next steps for 

each course of study.  Students should be proud of their 

accomplishments to date. While we are now in the second 

half of the semester there is still much time and opportu-

nity available for students to reach their academic goals if 

their current achievement does not reflect their potential. 

Should you have any questions regarding the mid-semester 

report please contact your son/daughterôs teacher(s). 

 

As we move into the second term, Nicholson will continue 

to be a busy place. Here are a few events that will be tak-

ing place: 

§ Nicholson will be hosting the Senior Girls AA  OF-

SAA Basketball tournament on November 26-28. 

This is a huge community event.  

§ Our Grade 9 and 10 students will be completing a 

common literacy assessment to reinforce skills 

needed to work in all subject areas and prepare for 

their Grade 10 Literacy assessment. An After-

School Literacy Course will be available early in the 

second semester to help students needing extra sup-

port. 

§ Collections for our Christmas Sharing baskets will 

be happening between Dec. 14-17. 

§ There will be a lockdown drill on Nov. 24.  

There is much, much more going on at NCC. Check our 

website for updates. 

ñENLIGHTENED BY KNOWLEDGE...ENRICHED BY FAITHò 

NCC Newsletter ðWhatôs Insideé. 

Once again, as an Eco School, we wish to reduce our 

paper usage so we are offering our School Newslet-

ter on-line. To access the rest of 

this information, please visit: 

www.nccschool.org or call the 

school to obtain a paper copy. 
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Itôs All About Student Success! 
 

As we head into the second term of semester one it is time to reflect on what we 

have already accomplished and plan for what still lays ahead.  Many students have 

been attending regularly, putting forth their best effort and the proof is evident in their marks.  For others, 

academics have been a real struggle and they now find themselves in a position where they need to turn 

things around.   

 

There are several reasons why a student may be struggling this time of year.  Attendance is often the biggest 

factor.  If students are not present, it makes it difficult for them to stay on top of things.  While we have had 

to deal with the real threat of student absenteeism due to H1N1, many teachers have taken this anomaly into 

account and are working with students to make up for missed assignments. 

 

Sometimes it is student engagement that makes learning difficult.  If a student does not take interest in class 

discussions, completing tasks and advocating for themselves when they are unsure about subject matter, it is 

likely that they will begin to struggle.  There are many quick fixes to this problem.  Students should get rid of 

everything that disengages them from class work (i.e. cell phones, mp3s and ipods).  Making a daily commit-

ment to listen to instruction and complete all assigned tasks will make a big difference in test performance 

and general overall understanding of key concepts.  As always, the student achievement room (rm. 207) is 

available period 2 daily and every Wednesday at lunch.  If you or your son or daughter would like to know 

more about what I can do for them, please call the school to set up an appointment. 

 

Iôm looking forward to a great second term.  

 

Anne Marie Barrett ~ Student Success Teacher  

 
Dates to Remember  

 

 Tuesday, Nov. 17 ð Mid -Term reports are sent home 

 Wednesday, Nov. 18 ð United Way Civvies Buy-out ($2.00) 

 Tuesday, Nov. 24 ð School Council Meetingð6:30 

 Nov. 26-28 ð OFSAA Girls Basketball 

 Friday, Nov. 27 ð Civvies Day 

 Thursday, Dec. 17 ð Christmas Music Concert 

 Friday, Dec. 18 ð Civvies Day 

 Dec. 21-Jan. 3 ð Christmas Break (inclusive) 

 Monday, Jan. 4 ð First Day of Classes in 2010 

 Tuesday, Jan. 19 ð Civvies Day 

 Jan. 22-29 ð ExamsðSemester 1 

 Thursday, Jan 28 ð Grade 8 Orientation Day 

 Monday, Feb. 1 ð P.A. Day 

 Tuesday, Feb. 2 ð Semester 2, Term 1 Begins  

ñENLIGHTENED BY KNOWLEDGE...ENRICHED BY FAITHò 
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ñAll students within our system, whether experiencing 

social, emotional, behavioural or individual/family 

difficulties, may be referred for one-to-one support or 

group work.  Parents, staff and students at each school 

are welcome to contact their Youth Worker when 

making a referral for service.ò 

 

To contact Wendi Hudson, NCCôs Youth Worker, 

please call the school and ask for extension 265. 

 

Our Food for Learning program began the first day of 

school in September feeding approximately fifty stu-

dents, and we continue to provide home cooked meals 

for all who are hungry on a daily basis. Many activi-

ties also take place at lunch including playing cards, 

strategy games, watching TV, and just socializing 

with friends old and new. I must thank Jo Belanger, 

our Chaplain, for taking over the cooking duties on 

Mondays.  The students always enjoy your food, and I 

enjoy a bit of a break. Also, with the assistance of 

eight student volunteers, we are re-stocking our five 

snack baskets, placed around the school, for that 

quick, healthy snack between classes. Should any par-

ent wish to donate food items, money or time to the 

Food for Learning program, please contact Wendi. 

 

This semester, I am also fortunate to have two Social 

Service Worker students on placement with me. They 

have been a great help, here in the office, getting to 

know the students and assisting with daily activities.  

They will be implementing Teen workshops begin-

ning next week, with groups of students, focusing on 

self esteem, body image, bullying, anger and stress 

management, and celebrating ñme.ò If you think this 

is something you would like your child to participate 

in, please contact me. 

 

A group of eleven girls and one of my Loyalist stu-

dents and I attended the White Tiger Girlôs conference 

this month. It was a day long seminar focusing on a 

girlôs right to stay safe, healthy relationships, party 

safety etc.  It was well received by all who attended. 
 

October 28-30, 2009, Jo Belanger, our Chaplain and I,  

along with the Chaplains and Youth Workers from St. 

Theresaôs and St. Paulôs travelled with twenty three 

students on our annual Street Retreat in Toronto.  Our 

students witnessed first hand what it is like to be 

homeless and hungry.  They  learned powerful and 

important lessons with regards to those who are less 

fortunate than we. The first night, we made over three 

hundred bagged lunches, and hit the streets, to distrib-

ute our goods. We went to Nathan Phillips Square, 

and other places where the homeless congregate, to 

find the most humble, grateful and gentle souls.  The 

next day we toured the inner city with Patrick, a 

Chaplain at Sanctuary, a ñchurchò for the homeless 

and less fortunate. He spoke to us about how his 

friends were created in the same image of God we 

were, and that they deserved love and respect, just as 

we do. We visited the Homeless Memorial and the 

Aids Memorial. The day spent with Patrick and his 

real life stories was unforgettable! Finally, on Friday 

we participated in mission work at three different 

places where the homeless find refuge. 
 

In remembering Patrick and the homeless people we 

encountered, and those we did not, we are asking for 

donations of gently used winter clothing, including 

blankets, sleeping bags, sweatshirt hoodies, hats, 

mitts, scarves, socks etc..  Along with St. Paulôs, we 

will be delivering our clothing to Patrick, to distribute 

to those in need.  We ask that all donations be brought 

to Wendiôs room, or Joôs room, prior to December 4th.  

We will have the clothing to Patrick by Christmas.  

Thank you for considering helping us, help the less 

fortunate!! 
 

Wendi Hudson 

Youth Worker 

Nicholson Catholic College 
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Youth Worker Services  
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Since I last reported the Chaplaincy News, some very 

cool things have been happening here at Nicholson! 

 In October, three of the Social Justice Club 

members ï Tessa Vincent, Abby Emdin and Sarah 

Letersky, arranged an all-grade buyout for the All 

Ontario Catholic Senior Boys Volleyball Invitational. 

Students paid $2 for the privilege of attending the 

games and the proceeds ï almost $700 ï will be sent 

to Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto ï the domestic pro-

ject that the Social Justice Club has chosen to support 

this year. The donation will be made in honour of 

Isabelle Lemke, a Grade 2 student of St. Michaelôs 

who is battling leukemia. As Term 2 of Semester One 

starts our fundraising will switch to support the 

Jeevodaya Orphanage in India ï the first of our 

three global projects! 

 On October 28th, 29th and 30th, our Youth 

Worker, Wendi Hudson and I, along with the chap-

lains and youth workers from St. Paulôs and St. 

Theresaôs, took 23 students to Toronto for the annual 

Street Retreat! For three days our students made 

lunches for folks living on the street and in shelters, 

learned about what it is like to be a teen-ager living 

on the streets of Toronto from Patrick, a youth 

worker from The Sanc-

tuary, visited Kensing-

ton Market to learn 

about Multiculturalism 

in Canada, and did 

some service work for 

three different agencies 

ï Good Shepherd, Scott Mission and the Felician Sis-

ters. As always it is a real eye opener for our students 

to see the poverty that some folks face on a daily ba-

sis in our land of plenty! 

 Our Retreat Team just finished working 

with our Grade 9 students this week and will move on 

to facilitate some time with the Grade Ten students 

over the next two weeks. The mini-retreats went 

very well and I think it is a great benefit to our junior 

students to see the role-modeling that our senior stu-

dents provide especially their comfort level with 

prayer and matters spiritual. 

 As Term 2 gets underway we will be busy 

with the Grade 11 Retreat on November 24th, Recon-

ciliation during Advent, our Advent School Mass, and 

Christmas Sharing. 

Chaplaincy News ðNovember 2009  

By Jo Belanger 

The International Baccalaureate Programme  
Important information for those who have not yet considered this option. 

 

 We are pleased to continue to offer to our students the opportunity to become a part of the Interna-

tional Baccalaureate experience. The IB Programme is a world renowned two year academic programme. It 

has earned a reputation for rigorous assessment and its students share an academic experience that empha-

sizes critical thinking, intercultural understanding and exposure to a variety of points of views. Nicholson is 

one of 52 schools in the province of Ontario officially designated to offer this standardized curriculum. In 

recent years, universities in Ontario and across Canada have taken an increasingly favourable view of IB and 

its graduates. 

 Universities consider the IB Diploma to be one of the most demanding secondary school curricula, 

offering ideal preparation for post-secondary studies.  A studentôs participation in IB courses is, therefore, a 

very important consideration in admissions decisions. It is to a studentôs distinct advantage to have completed 

IB courses, but especially so if the student is completing the IB Diploma. 

(Wendy Loat, CURT Chair, University of Toronto) 

 There are a number of ways that students attending NCC can benefit from the IB experience. If your 

child is currently in grades 9 or 10 and is streaming for university please come to an information session re-

garding their IB options: held December 8th 2009 at 6:30 p.m., in the schoolôs Library. 

 

 CURT - College and University Recognition Task Force 

http://www.mpsj.ca/files/ibprogamme/IBSO_Brochure%20final%20copy.pdf 
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Information and Communications 
Technology High Skills Major 

Comes to Nicholson!  

NCC is proud to announce that 

we now offer an Information and 

Communications Technology 

High Skills Major program! 

  

High Skills Major programs provide students with 

the opportunity to major in a particular subject 

areaðin this case, Information and Communica-

tions Technology.  Students enrolled in this SHSM 

program benefit from a number of opportunities 

related to the field. They will participate in curricu-

lum, training and reach ahead experiences focused 

on video and radio broadcasting, as well as techno-

logical design and computer programming.  Gradu-

ates of the program will be awarded with a special 

SHSM red seal designation on their high school 

diploma.  For more information about this exciting 

new opportunity, please contact our guidance de-

partment. 

Music Department News  
 

  

The NCC Band participated in the annual 

Belleville Santa Claus Parade on Friday, November 13, 

2009. A big thank you to the members for showing their 

early Christmas spirit and for participating in this com-

munity event. 

 

 The grade 9 music class is working hard in preparations 

for the Winter Concert to be held on Thursday, Decem-

ber 17, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the providence gym at 

NCC.  Parents and interested guests are 

invited to attend and to be amazed at the 

skills that these students have quickly ac-

quired since September. 
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Junior Girls Basketball  

The Junior girls basketball team 

won the Bay of Quinte champi-

onship with a 32 - 29 win over 

the St. Theresa Titans. The jun-

ior Crusaders had a stellar sea-

son losing one game in league 

play. The Crusaders are off to 

Peterborough on Thursday for 

the COSSA championship. The 

players include Brooklyn Lonsberry, Hailey Gra-

ham, Anna Fischer, Megan MacLeod, Molly Corri-

gan, Brogan Courtney, Alanna Lumsden, D'Alice 

Semark, and Brandi Akey. Coach Henri Mayer 

 

Senior Girls Basketball  

 

The Senior girls basketball team is into COSSA 

play-offs and were recently crowned Bay of 

Quinte Champions on Friday Nov 13 versus rivals 

St. Theresa - defeating the Titans 52-40. The team 

will compete at COSSA on Nov 19 in Peterborough. 

The girls have had another great season, amassing a 

record of 21-5, competing in 4 tournaments and 

league play.  The team was league champions and 

Bay of Quinte champions and hope to repeat as 

COSSA champions.  

  

Also, NCC will be hosting OFSAA AA Girls' Bas-

ketball Championships - Nov. 26-28.  The Sr. team 

gets an automatic birth and hope to perform well 

against the best teams in the province.  Over 300 

athletes, along with their coaches, families and fans 

will be visiting our school and our city.  Hope to see 

you out at the games. 



 

 

ñENLIGHTENED BY KNOWLEDGE...ENRICHED BY FAITHò 

 Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program  
 

 ñThe skilled trades are more important to Ontarioôs future than ever before. Establishing the College 

of Trades recognizes the sectorôs professionalism, and will help Ontario produce the skilled workers 

we need to compete in tomorrowôs economyò ï John Milloy, Minister of Training Colleges and Uni-

versities (October 27, 2009). 

 

The Minister of Training Colleges and Universities recently announced the government has passed legislation 

to establish the óOntario College of Tradesô. He indicated this will be a regulatory college to modernize the 

provinceôs apprenticeship and skilled trades system, and that it will put the skilled trades on similar footing 

with teachers, doctors and nurses, who have their own regulatory colleges. 

 

What is an Apprenticeship? ï An apprenticeship is a hands-on training program for people who want to 

work in skilled trades or occupations. About 90% of an apprenticeship involves on-the-job training by 

employers; the remaining 10% involves theoretical training at a college or with a training provider. 

How long does an Apprenticeship last? ï Most apprenticeships take 2 ï 5 years, depending on the trade. 

There are usually 2 or 3 in-college training segments associated with the overall apprenticeship term. 

Can a student start an apprenticeship while attending high school? ï Yes! The Ontario Youth Apprentice-

ship Program (OYAP) provides opportunities for senior students (grades 11 and 12) to become regis-

tered apprentices while finishing high school.  

Does the ALCDSB have any examples of OYAP student involvement? ï Yes! Over the past 5 years there 

has been significant interest and growth in OYAP enrollment. For example, in 2008-09, 242 students 

were enrolled in cooperative education placements in skilled trade areas. Of this group, 46 students were 

formally registered as apprentices with employers, and 35 received their Level 1 apprenticeship training 

at either St. Lawrence College, Loyalist College or Local 183. Note: College tuition fees for OYAP stu-

dents enrolled in the Carpentry, Hairstylist, Brick and Stone Mason, Automotive, Cook, Early Child-

hood Education, and Construction Craft Worker programs are paid for by MTCU.  

How do high school students get involved? ï Information about OYAP may be obtained from the guidance 

departments or cooperative education teachers in any of the Boardôs high schools.                             

(Web information at www.oyap.com) 

Who Should Consider OYAP? - Students who: 

 Are at least 16 years of age and have completed 16 credits 

 Are either in grade 11 or 12 and have an interest in a career in a skilled trade 

 

Additional support or information is available from Jim Johnston or Paul Denison, OYAP Coordinators with 

the Board. Jim may be reached at (613) 532-3985; Paul may be reached at (613) 849 ï 8550. 
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ñENLIGHTENED BY KNOWLEDGE...ENRICHED BY FAITHò 

Pourquoi le bilinguisme?  
  

Saviez-vous que si vous parlez les deux langues officielles du Canada, vous allez ainsi pouvoir communiquer 

avec 556 millions de personnes dans 83 pays différents? Le bilinguisme ouvre les portes de la communication. 

La connaissance des deux langues officielles du Canada, soit le Fran­ais et lôAnglais, est une richesse inesti-

mable pour les gens vivant dans une soci®t® que lô on nomme  ñGlobal Villageò.  

 

Le bilinguisme, se traine partout  o½ vous allez. Nous vivons aujourdôhui dans une soci®t® industrielle o½ la 

communication et lôinformation sont des commodit®s dont on ne peut se passer. Ceux qui  comprennent  ce 

ph®nom¯ne ont d®j¨ une bonne longueur dôavance. Par exemple, les ®l¯ves de certains pays dôEurope doivent 

faire lô apprentissage de trois langues au cours de leurs ®tudes secondaires. 

 

À l'échelon national, 43,4 % des francophones ont déclaré être bilingues, par comparaison à 9,0 % des anglo-

phones. Pour vous convaincre, que le bilinguisme est devenu nécessaire, voici une liste des avantages dont 

bénéficient ceux qui parlent  deux langues: 

 

§  Vaste choix de carrières  

§ Meilleure rénumération 

§ Meilleure chance dôavancement 

§ 40% des employeurs en Ontario recherchent des candidats bilingues 

§ Meilleure concentration ¨ lô®cole 

§ Peut r®duire les effets du vieillisement (Conseil Canadien sur lôapprentissage) 

§ Meilleure acceptation des autres cultures 

 

Alors quôattendez-vous? Allez-y, explorez, essayez et apprenez une deuxième langue ne serait-ce que pou le 

plaisir. Vous aurez vite fait de constater les nombreux avantages que cela peut comporter. 

 

Écrit par le Département de Français 

Were you able to understand the above paragraph? If you could, youôre on the track to being bilingual which is 

the topic presented in the article. The authors, the teachers from our French Department at Nicholson explain 

the advantages of bilingualism: 

§ Large choice of careers 

§ Better salary 

§ Better chance of advancement 

§ 40% of employers in Ontario seek bilingual candidates 

§ And moreé. 

 If you get a chance, try to learn a second language or maybe even a third! 



 

 



 

 


